DRAFT
ALMONT TOWNSHIP BOARD

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES

DECEMBER 14, 2009

Meeting called to order by Supervisor at 7:00 p.m. at 819 N. Main St., Almont, MI.  Members present were Supervisor Bowman, Clerk Hoffner, Treasurer Rayl, and Trustees Moore, Sweers, Stroup, and Eschenburg.  Also present were approximately 20 visitors.  Pledge of Allegiance was said.  Fire hall snow removal will be added to agenda under Board Discussion.

MOVED BY SWEERS, SUPPORTED BY HOFFNER TO APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA AS PRESENTED.  CARRIED.

MOVED BY HOFFNER, SUPPORTED BY STROUP TO GO INTO CLOSED SESSION FOR PENDING LITITATION WHICH IS PERMISSIBLE UNDER SECTION 8E OF THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  RAYL-YES, ESCHENBURG-YES, MOORE-YES, STROUP-YES, HOFFNER-YES, SWEERS-YES, BOWMAN-YES.  CARRIED.  Board went into closed session with Attorney Seibert at 7:03 p.m.  Board returned to open session at 7:31 p.m.

REPORTS:  Fire Dept., Police, OEO, Assessor, and Planning Commission reports were received.

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS:

NEW BUSINESS:  MOVED BY STROUP, SUPPORTED BY SWEERS TO APPROVE OPEN MEETING DATES RESOLUTION AS PRESENTED. ROLL CALL VOTE:  ESCHENBURG-YES, RAYL-YES, HOFFNER-YES, SWEERS-YES, STROUP-YES, MOORE-YES, BOWMAN-YES.  CARRIED.

Supervisor Bowman made his recommendations for 2 positions on the Planning Commission.  MOVED BY HOFFNER, SUPPORTED BY RAYL TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF FRED HUNTER EFFECTIVE, JANUARY 1, 2010, TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR A THREE YEAR TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2012.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  HOFFNER-YES, RAYL-YES, STROUP-YES, MOORE-YES, SWEERS-YES, ESCHENBURG-YES, BOWMAN-YES.  CARRIED.  MOVED BY HOFFNER, SUPPORTED BY STROUP TO APPROVE THE APPOINTMENT OF MARK LAUWERS, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2010, TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR A THREE YEAR TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2012.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  MOORE-YES, ESCHENBURG-YES, SWEERS-YES, HOFFNER-YES, RAYL-YES, STROUP-YES, BOWMAN-YES.  CARRIED. Trustee Eschenburg recognized Bonnie Krauss for her years of service on the Planning Commission and ZBA.

Zoning Ord. text changes were approved by the Planning Commission and the Lapeer County Collaborative Planning Commission, with some language changes.  MOVED BY SWEERS, SUPPORTED BY STROUP TO APPROVE THE TEXT CHANGES TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE 39.14, ARTICLE 2, SEC. 2.11 AS PRESENTED, WITH THE ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE SUGGESTED BY THE COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION, AND APPROVE THE TEXT CHANGES TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE 39.14, ARTICLE 7, SEC. 7.03 AS PRESENTED.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  ESCHENBURG-YES, MOORE-YES, RAYL-YES, STROUP-YES, SWEERS-YES, HOFFNER-YES, BOWMAN-YES.  CARRIED.

2 sign variances were requested.  MOVED BY ESCHENBURG, SUPPORTED BY MOORE TO APPROVE THE VARIANCE REQUEST OF FURNITURE BROKERS TO ALLOW THEM TO RE-SURFACE THE ENTIRE EXISTING SIGN.  CARRIED.

MOVED BY STROUP, SUPPORTED BY MOORE TO APPROVE THE VARIANCE REQUEST OF THE MOBIL STATION TO REPLACE TWO OF THE EXISTING SIGNS WITH A 24 SQ. FOOT DIGITAL MESSAGE BOARD WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THIS MESSAGE BOARD WILL MEET MDOT SPECIFICATIONS.

Contract addendum for assessor needed to be approved pro-rating his old contract amount minus the amount he will receive as an employee of the township.  MOVED BY STROUP, SUPPORTED BY MOORE TO APPROVE THE CONTRACT ADDENDUM WITH TOM VALENTINE AS PRESENTED.  CARRIED.  MOVED BY HOFFNER, SUPPORTED BY ESCHENBURG TO HIRE TOM VALENTINE AS ASSESSOR EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2010.  CARRIED.  

CORRESPONDENCE:  

BOARD DISCUSSION:  Meeting to discuss having one trash hauler for the township will be held on January 25th at the fire hall at 7:00 p.m.

MOVED BY ESCHENBURG, SUPPORTED BY MOORE TO ADJOURN.  CARRIED.  Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.

Carol Hoffner

Almont Township Clerk

