ALMONT TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
February 15, 2006
 
 
            The Almont Township Planning Commission Meeting was called to order at 7:02 P.M. by Planning Commission Chairman Smith, at the Almont Township Hall, 819 N. Main Street, Almont, Michigan.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll was taken.
 
Members Present:  Brian Beaurpe’, Hank Gutenkunst, Jean Gross, Bonnie Krauss, Dick Stine, Don Smith, and Dennis Sweers,  
 
Also Present:   Brian Wilson of Community Planning & Management
 
Correspondence was received by the Planning Commission.
 
There were no Minutes, Public Comments, Late Agenda Item, Introductions or Public Hearings.  
 
OLD BUSINESS:  #1.  Proposed Variance Standards
 
            Commissioner Krauss updated the commissioners on the proposed amendments to the Township’s Sign Ordinance, the Engineering Standards Ordinance, the Private Road Ordinance, and the Soil Removal Ordinance.  Each regulatory ordinance would have variance standards that the Zoning Board of Appeals or the Engineering Board of Appeals would follow when considering a variance request.
            Discussion followed on some of the points that were suggested for consideration.  Commissioner Krauss agreed to make the noted grammatical changes to the text.  Commissioners stated that they wanted the chart to be included along with the variances.  Mr. Wilson stated that he will adapt the attached chart to fit the ordinances.  The By-laws to the Engineering Standards Ordinance (as adopted 2/8/2006) are to be attached to said ordinance.  
            Commissioners agreed to recommend to the Township Board that the amendments as proposed for the Sign Ordinance, the Engineering Standards Ordinance and the Soil Removal Ordinance be adopted.  Commissioners agreed to wait on the proposed amendments to the Private Road Ordinance due to the fact that further amendments may be made to the text.
             
Old Business Continued:
 
#2. Proposed Revisions to Zoning Ordinance No. 39
              
            It was noted that the proposed amendment to Article 2, Section 2.02.4 (Setbacks) was omitted from the public notice. The proposed suggestion was to change the setback from 150 feet to 100 feet.  Commissioners agreed to hold another public hearing for said section.  
            Commissioner Krauss asked that the slopes for ponds be revisited.  Commissioner Krauss stated that she felt for safety reasons the slopes should be changed to the proposed 5 to 1.   Discussion followed.  Majority of the commissioners felt that since the proposal is to have the township’s engineer review and inspect all ponds, the current standards do not need to be changed.  
            How to determine the amount of the cash bond was discussed.  Commissioners agreed that the cash bond should be at least 25% of the projected cost of the pond.
            Question was raised concerning that windmills over 50 feet be required to obtain special land use approval.  The definition for windmills needs to be defined.
            Commissioners agreed to wait before making a recommendation to the Township Board until after the public hearing is held for the proposed amendment to Article 2, Section 2.02.4 (Setbacks).     
 
Reports:  Commissioner Gutenkunst noted that the Master Plan Committee plans to meet on March 1st.   
            Commissioner Krauss stated that there was nothing new to report as far as the ZBA was concerned.
            Mr. Wilson noted that the public hearing for the proposed amendment to Article 2.2.02.4 will be held during the April 12th meeting.
            Commissioners Stine, Krauss, Smith, and Gross plan on attending the March 11th Lapeer County’s 26th Annual Planning Conference.  
            MOVED BY BEAUPRE’, SUPPORTED BY SWEERS, TO ADJOURN.  MOTION CARRIED.  MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:25 P.M.
 
Respectfully submitted,
 
Ida L. Lloyd, 
Recording Secretary
