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DRAFT
ALMONT TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING

June 9, 2010
The regular meeting of the Almont Township Planning Commission was called to order at 7:07 P.M. by Chairman Francis, at the Almont Township Hall, 819 N. Main Street, Almont, Michigan.  Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Roll was taken.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Steve Francis, Jean Gross, Fred Hunter, Mark Lauwers, Kim Streeter, and Dennis Sweers.  Also present: Brian Wilson of Community Planning & Management, P.C. 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Bryan Zender arrived at 7:32 P.M.
ALSO PRESENT: 3 guests
CORRESPONDENCE:  Correspondence was presented.  
MINUTES:  MOVED BY STREETER AND SUPPORTED BY GROSS TO ACCEPT THE MAY 12, 2010 MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED.
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  N/A.   
.  
LATE AGENDA ITEMS:  N/A
INTRODUCTIONS:  N/A
PUBLIC HEARING:   N/A
OLD BUSINESS:  N/A

NEW BUSINESS:  #1.  Proposed Medical Marijuana Ordinance
Chairman Francis noted for the public that the topic of medical marijuana was for open discussion only as this subject was brought to the forefront by the approval of a dispensary in the Village of Dryden and the pre-application that was submitted by Mr. Al Kargula for use within the Township of Almont.  Chairman Francis also noted that the Township Board had placed a moratorium on medical marijuana for up to a year.
Chairman Francis asked Mr. Kargula to explain his position and to explain what a dispensary is allowed to do.
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Proposed Medical Marijuana Ordinance Continued:

Mr. Kargula noted that as a registered primary caregiver he is allowed to acquire 2.5 ounces of processed marijuana and grow up to 12 marijuana plants per qualifying patient.  As a primary caregiver he may have no more than five (5) qualified patients at any given time.  Each of his patients must be registered with the Michigan Marijuana Medical Program and he must receive from the MMMP a registry identification card for each of his five patients.  
Mr. Kargula noted that a patient may smoke or ingest the product through various means.  Mr. Kargula noted that if approved he would sell food products that have marijuana in them to registered patients.  Mr. Kargula also stated that he does not want patients to medicate (administer) on his property but to be able to purchase and then leave the premises..
Mr. Kargula concluded by stating that he would like to work with the Township to develop a fair and controlled environment for medical marijuana dispensaries.
Discussion followed with Mr. Kargula on what the law allows and doesn’t allow.  As there were more questions than answers the Commissioners acknowledged that more information was needed before they could decide on how to draft an ordinance that would cover all of their concerns.   
#2.  Proposed Adult Entertainment Ordinance.

Mr. Wilson reviewed his proposed ordinance noting that he had broken the subject up into two (2) different categories.  Discussion followed.
Commissioners noted that pawnbrokers, tattoo parlors, used goods, check cashing and buy/sell gold operations should be broken out of the proposed ordinance and placed elsewhere.   Commissioners agreed that more discussion and information was needed.

#3.  Township Initiated Policy/Procedure 
Consensus of Commissioners agreed that they liked the new pre-application form.  

REPORTS:
Planner:  N/A

Engineer:  N/A
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Zoning Board of Appeals:  N/A
Zoning & Building:  May Building & Zoning Report was submitted.  Also discussed was that a reminder needed to be mailed to Novak Supplies regarding paving the customer parking area.  The customer parking area needs to be completed by July 31, 2010.
General Comments: The letter to Blake’s Almont Farm was discussed.  Supervisor Bowman is following up with the owners as to site compliance. 
Proposed Agenda:  July 14, 2010



Public Hearing:  Apple Valley Auto (contingent upon reviews)


Old Business:  Medical marijuana Ordinance





 Adult Entertainment Ordinance

MOVED BY LAUWERS AND SUPPORTED BY ZENDER TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 9:38 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED.
Respectfully submitted by,
Ida L. Lloyd, Recording Secretary
Almont Township        
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ALMONT TOWNSHIP BOARD
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
April 12, 2010

Meeting called to order by Township Clerk Hoffner at 7:00 p.m. at 819 N. Main Street, Almont, Michigan.  Members present were Clerk Hoffner, Treasurer Rayl, and Trustees Eschenburg, Moore, Stroup, and Sweers.  Supervisor Bowman was absent.  Also present were approximately 30 people. 
Commissioner Krauss suggested that any approval should note that deed restrictions will need to be filed with the County if and when the owners decide to sell the business.  

Commissioner Krauss noted that Mr. Francis received a variance regarding the setbacks and questioned if the variance in actuality covered the whole south side of the proposed addition.  Consensus of the Commissioners agreed that it met the intent of the variance.
Vice–Chair Streeter asked Mr. Wilson if he would answer Commissioner’s Krauss’ concerns.  Mr. Wilson noted that all the items had been addressed to his satisfaction.
.

. 

MOVED BY SWEERS AND SUPPORTED BY ZENDER TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 8:24 PM.  MOTION CARRIED
Respectfully Submitted by,

Ida L. Lloyd, Recording Secretary
Almont Township
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ALMONT TOWNSHIP

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

December 3, 2008
The meeting of the Almont Township Zoning Board of Appeals was called to order at 6:50 P.M. by Vice-Chairman Schenburn.  The meeting was held at the Almont Township Hall 819 N. Main Street, Almont, Michigan.  Pledge of Allegiances was recited and roll was taken.

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Bonnie Krauss, Larry Malburg, Jerry Moore, Dave Schenburn and Clay Stroup (alternate).

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Paul Bowman, newly elected Township Supervisor, excused himself and asked Mr. Stroup to attend the meeting.
ALSO PRESENT:  None
MINUTES:  MOVED BY KRAUSS AND SUPPORTED BY KRAUSS TO ACCEPT THE NOVEMBER 24, 2008 MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED.
HEARING:  None
MATTERS OF CONSIDERATION:  Final Decision of the Almont Township Zoning Board of Appeals form was signed by all present.  
MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION:  None
MISCELLANEOUS: None
ADJOURNMENT:  VICE-CHAIRMAN SCHENBURN ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 6:52 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED. 

Respectfully Submitted by:

Ida L. Lloyd, Recording Secretary
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SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL DOCUMENT

Applicant: 
Bible Truth Apostolic Church





Property Tax ID No.: 

44-001-016-015-05




Street Address: 
4296 Van Dyke







Property Owner of Record:  
Fox Brothers Company


Current Zoning:  Industrial








Special Land Use Granted: Pursuant to Zoning Ordinance No.
 39.14, Article 17.02 on November 12, 2008 the Almont Township
 Planning Commission conditionally approved a special land use
 that would
allow Bible Truth Apostolic Church to occupy an

 existing building and use of grounds located 4296 Van Dyke. The
 special land use allows Bible Truth Apostolic Church to hold

 church services and other church related activities in said building
 and on the grounds between Sunday and Saturday of the week.
 
On February 12, 2009 the site plan was stamped and approved as
 the conditions have been full-filled pursuant to the motion.


This document shall be placed in the project file, the address file and shall be forwarded to the Almont Township Assessor and the Lapeer County Registered of Deeds.
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Zoning Administrator
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